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Unsafe 
at any Depth 


by David Orchard 


It was from Washington we 
learned Canada was about to 
accept U.S. nuclear waste. 
Scrambling, Ottawa confirmed 
plans to "test burn" a shipment of 
U.S. plutonium in a Candu 
reactor. 

"Canada has stepped up to 
the fore and is prepared to take its 
responsibility for the greater 
peace of mankind,” said federal 
Environment Minister Sergio 
Marchi. 

The U.S. Department of 


_ Energy acknowledged the Candu 


is untested at “burning” pluto- 
nium but added “there may be 
less public resistance than in the 
United States." 

That half the plutonium 


- would still exist after being 


“burned” and that the waste 
would become Canada’s responsi- 
bility, was downplayed. 

High level nuclear waste, 
the by-product of nuclear power 


contains some of the most deadly 
poisons known. Some will remain 
so for a million years. Plutonium, 
for example, an entirely man- 
made substance. is created onlv in 
nuclear reactors and a minute 


speck in the lung (invisible to the 


eye) is enough to cause cancer. 

Once we were told the 
nuclear waste problem could be 
“solved” by firing the waste in 
rockets into space where it could 
burn for infinity. The Challenger 
explosion showed how quickly 
that could contaminate the globe. 

For years the nuclear 
industry dumped its waste in the 
ocean -"sea bed burial" -until 
television cameras captured the 
act. Then "sub-seabed disposal" - 
burial in canisters just under the 
ocean floor - was put forward as 
the "best solution" possible. 
Finally, in 1996, an outraged 
public forced global prohibition 
of dumping waste in, or under, the 
Occan. | 

The latest “safe” solution is 
"deep geological disposal." The 
federal government, AECL and 
Ontario Hydro officials in tow, is 
currently holding hearings across 
Canada on the “safety and 
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acceptability” of burying high 
level nuclear waste containers 
deep underground. 

The fact that no container 
could outlast its contents, that the 
waste will leak, that groundwater 
moves constantly (even through 
solid granite) and could thus carry 
this deadly cargo back to the 
surface and out of all human 
control - none of this has affected 
AECL’s upbeat presentation 
before each hearing. 

The U.S. annually spends 
about $5.5 billion managing and 
trying to clean up its radioactive 
debris: 50 tonnes of plutonium 
from its nuclear weapons stock- 
pile, thousands of tonnes of high 
level reactor waste, plus more 
being produced each day in 110 
nuclear reactors. This does not 
include plans to bring Russian 
nuclear weapons to the U.S. for 
dismantling and eventual ship- 
ment to Canada for final disposal, 
if Canadians cooperate. 

No state in the U.S. waats a 
high level nuclear waste dump. 
The industry has tried many burial 
sites, including under the major 
aquifers of the Texas farmbelt. 
They were driven out by the 
citizens of each location. After $2 
billion was spent on Nevada’s 
Yucca Mountain site, 80% of that 
state says no, including its 
governor and senators. 

Now the Canadian shield 
has become the "best location". 

Some commentators, 
parroung the industry line that 
"long term disposal is needed," 
have declared that Saskatchewan 
(and presumably Ontario also) 
have an "ethical" responsibility to 
provide a site because nuclear 
waste wouldn't exist if wc hadn't 
unearthed uranium in the first 
place. 

Are the residents of 
Saskatchewan, who have repeat- 
edly elected a political party 
whose stated policy was to phase 
Out uranium mining, or, Canadi- 
ans in general now "responsible" 
for the waste produced by 
California reactors? Although 
humans produce nuclear waste, 
we're told it must go back from 
where it came. 

Burying nuclear waste is a 
declaration of the failure of 
science. Dumping deadly toxins 
in the ocean, into the atmosphere 
or underground simply leaves 
unsuspecting future generations to 
cope with the inevitable cata- 
strophic leakage. 

Burial is a political strategy. 
If the nuclear industry can present 
the public with a "solution" (out 
of sight, out of mind) to its most 


serious problem, then it can 
continuc, and cven expand, its 
production of lethal waste. 

Burial means precious little 
research will be done by the 
industry on neutralization , and 
nuclear powers from around the 
world will line up to dump their 
waste. 

These nuclear scientist- 
politicians need to be told, No, 
you cannot bury these poisons. 
Go back to the drawing board and 
figure out how to neutralize the 
wastes you have created. After it 
is neutralized, i.c. rendered non- 
toxic, not simply “re-burned,” 
then we can talk of disposal, not 
before. Until then Canadian wastc 
should be left, as it is now, on the 
reactor sites monitored 24 hours a 
day. 

In the meantime, stop 
producing morc. This means 
phasing the industry out. And it 
most emphatically means reject- 
ing U.S. nuclear waste. The U.S. 
must solve its own problem. 
Canada has enough of its own. 


David Orchard is the author 
of The Fight for Canada: Four 
Centuries of Resistance to 
American Expansionism 
(Stoddart, 1993) and chair of 
Citizens Concerned About Free 
Trade. 

He farms at Borden, 
Saskatchewan. 


He can be reached in 
Toronto at (416) 466-0753 or 
(416) 922-7867. 
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Public Control 
of Water on the Chopping Block 


Toronto, February 1997: 


Throughout 1996 and with 
the "megaweck" announcements 
of the new year, the Ontario 
government nas been paving the 
way for privatization of Ontario's 
water and sewer utilities. 


First, Bill 26 removed the 
Public Utilities Act requirement 
that municipalities hold a public 
referendum on the sale of public 
uulitics. 


Second, Ministry of 
Environment and Energy budget 
cuts substantially eliminated the 
municipal infrastructure assis- 
tance program (S285 million). 


Third, MOEE has cut water 
monitoring and enforcement staff. 


Fourth, megaweck Bill 107, 
the “Water and Sewage Services 
Improvement Act”, taken together 
with the massive megaweek 
restructuring of services, shifted 
the political problem of water 
privatization to municipalities. 


Bill 175 will transfer, to 
municipal ownership, all water 
and sewer plants currently under 
provincial control (about one 
quarter of the total in the prov- 


ince). It also outlines new 
Provincial requirements for the 
sale of any water or sewer plant. 


Increasingly cash-strapped 
municipalities arc already being 
courted by large water companics. 
Even before megaweek, munici- 
pal transfer payments were being 
cut by up to 40% in some cases. 
The megaweck proposals to 
transfer numerous social services 
to municipalities included water 
and sewers. Many are predicting 
that the new costs will outstrip 
municipal budgets, if not immedi- 
ately, certainly over the longer 
term. [t seems likely that munici- 
palities will embrace the notion of 
privauzing any number of public 
services. Nor does Bill 107 
provide for an independent 
regulator of water and sewage 
utilities. 


The Province is also 
transfering to municipalities the 
political heat that could arise with 
privatization. In the public mind, 
water is a necessity of life and the 
most precious of all our resources. 


According to an Insight 
Canada poll conducted in April of 
1996, more than 76% of 
Ontarians say that water should 


remain in public control. 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Okinawan Referendum to 
Reduce U.S. Bases: Prior to the 
Special Action Committee on 
Okinawa (SACO) report, spirits 
rosc on September 8th, when 
people of Okinawa voted over- 
whelmingly in favor of reducing 
US military presence in their 
communities. In Japan's largest, 
and first prefecture-wide referen- 
dum, 89% of those who cast 
ballots voted to reduce US 
military bases on Okinawa. 
(Pacific Stars and Stripes, 12 
Sept96) 


Promotion: Allen Skye, Stephen Dankowich, Chris Daven- 
port, Carolyn Langdon, Sharon M., Catherine Yamaguchi. 


Production: Philip Allister, Paul Dankowich, Stephen 
Dankowich, Shauna Sprules, Catherine Yamaguchi. 


Editorial contributors in this issue: Bruce Allen, Brian 
Burch, Canadian Environmental Law Association, Stephen 
Dankowich, Chris Davenport, Ellen Ester, Friends of the 
Lubicon, Friends of Nitassinan, Innu Nation, Sharon M., 
Charity McArthur, Nuclear Awareness Project, David 
Orchard, Pacific Campaign for Disarmament and Security, 
Jacquelyn Schlatman, Peggy Tittle. 


Japan and Russia: Military 
cooperation was also evident in 
other parts of the region. At the 
end of April, Japan and Russia 
signed a protocol to expand 
bilateral military ties. The 
protocol calls for top-level- 
military meetings; mutual visits 
by Russian army units and 
Japan’s Self-Defence Force; 
information exchanges on large- 
scale exercises, armed forces and 
defence policies; and, contact 
between military research 
institutions. The AP (1May96) 
report about the protocol also 
noted that Tokyo is interested in 
buying advanced Russian military 
technology, including Mig-29 and 
Su-27 aircraft. In August, it was 
announced that Japan plans to 
send a group of fighter pilots to 
Russia next year to be trained on 
the Russian Su-27 and gather 
technological information for 
future development of the aircraft 
in Japan. (PS&S, 29Aug96) 


Opinions expressed may not necessarily be those of ACT for Disarmament. 
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Pakistan and South Korea 
(ROK); South Korea and 
Bangladesh: Pakistan and South 
Korea have agreed to increase 
military exchanges and coopera- 
tion, defence contracts and 
supplies beginning with an 
agreement to protect cach 
country's military secrets 
in future exchanges. South 
Korea also cemented ties 
with Bangladesh with the 
signing of an agreement 
on ROK support for the 
training of Bangladesh 
submarine crews. In 
addition, they held talks 
on ways to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation 
between the two navies. 
(PS&S, 1June96; Korean 
Herald, 17Oct96) 
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Byte Sized News 


U.S.- South Korea: ROK's 
weapons trade with Russia 
doesn't imply it has abandoned its 
reliable supplier - thc United 
States - from which it imported 
USS4.8 billion worth of arms 
between 1990-1995 - or 83% of 
its purchases from forcign 
sources. By the end of the year, 
South Korca will import USS150 
million worth of US air-to-ground 
missiles that are to be mounted on 
F-16 jets. As a response to the 
recent North Korean submarinc 
incursion into the South, the 
governments of the ROK and the 
United States agreed-to strengthen 
the ROK-US joint defence 
posture by introducing the latest 
military equipment to US forces, 
increasing the number of US 
military units to be deployed to 
the Korean Peninsula in an 
emergency and reviewing a plan 
for enhancing joint exercises and 
training. (Chosun Ilbo, 1Nov96; 
Arms Trade News as quoted by 
Juji wire services, 9Aug96; 
PS&S, 4July96; Defence News 
5July96) 


South Korea-Indonesia: ROK is 
also reported to have agrced to 
buy cight Indonesian passenger 
aircraft worth $120 million to use 
as troop transports. The barter 
deal calls for Indonesia to buy 
South Korean Military products in 
exchange. (Japan Times, 5July96) 


Japan-United States: In carly 
August, the US and Japan agreed 
on technical details of a program 
to jointly produce a new fighter 
jet for the Japanese air force. The 
agreement calls for the production 
of 130 F-2s over the next 12 years 
beginning in 1997. (AP, 2Aug96; 
Japan Times, 17Junc96) 


Thailand-U.S.: Thailand, in an 
cffort to upgrade its naval forces, 
wants to buy a fast frigate armed 
with the latest weaponry from the 
US Navy for $100 Million. The 
Knox-class frigate USS Quellet 
would come equipped with eight 
Harpoon missiles and a Phalanx 
close-in weapons system with 
20,000 rounds of ammunition. 
(AP,1Aug96) 


Thailand-France: The head of 
Thailand's armed forces was due 
to visit China “to pick up some 
bargaining tips before signing a 
controversial agreement to buy 
French-made armored vehicles.” 


France's state-owned Giat won 
the deal over General Motors who 
thought it had the deal sown up. 
According to the Far Eastern 
Economic Review (20Junc96), 
analysts are looking at this 
purchase - initially worth an 
estimated $200 million - against a 
political backdrop. They see the 
military going on a shopping 
spree for arms while the civilian 
governments puts up little or no 
resistance. By giving the army 
free rein, charges Surin Pitsuwan, 
a member of parliament for the 
opposition Democrat Party, the 
government is opening the 
political arena to the military 
once again. (AP, 27June 96) 


Singapore-Sweden: US Naval 
Proceedings (May 96) pictures a 
Swedish diesel attack submarine — 


_that was being readied for 


transfer to the Singapore navy in 
April 1996. The sub will conduct 
initial familiarization and crew- 
training activities in the Baltic and 
then reportedly will transfer to 
Singaporean waters next year for 
further evaluations before a 
decision is made whether to 
acquire additional, newly-built 
submarines. (According to the AP 
(25Sep96), the Singaporean 
Home Affairs Minister on the 
final day of Civil Defence Month 
announced that bomb shelters will 
be built in all new houses begin- 
ning nest year. 

According to AP, “Despite the 
end of the Cold War, Singapore 
has not cut defense spending, 
reduced the size of its armed 
forces nor ended compulsory 
military training." 


Thanks to the Pacific Campaign for 
Disarmament and Security for info 
found in this "Byte Size News". 


Subscriptions to their 
Information Update are US$15 to: 


3780 Lake Road 
Denman Island, BC VOR ITO 
phifax (250) 335-0551 


From Land to Mouth to Court to Freedom 


Going to trial in Courtroom 
M of Old City Hall Courts 
resulted in vindication for the 
Quecn’s Park planters when the 
first group of planters went on 
trial on February 11. 

In a rare twist of fate, Brian 
Burch, Matthew Behrens and Will 
Taylor were found not guilty of 
mischief for their participation in 
a plant-in at Qucen's Park last 
May 15, 1996. 

Three others had agreed to a 
peace bond of $500 with the 
condition of not planting a garden 
at Queen's Park in return for not 
having to go on trial. The mis- 
chief charges for the ten partici- 
pants in a similar plant-in on 
October 23, 1996 werc with- 
drawn. 

The judge permitted expert 
witnesses Suc Cox (Daily Bread 
Food Bank), Debbie Field 
(FoodShare Metro Toronto), and 
author and theologian Brewster E emt 3 premor Benes Toronto Action for Social Change 
Kneen to talk about the effects of lor taking part in the service ol which is “building community 


government cuts and policies on caes im £ pd : through non-violent action." 
hunger in Ontario. ehrens and Burch returned 


Legislature) verified that these since 15 May 1996. 
arrests happened despite explicit 
instructions from Speaker Chris 


To get involved, please contact: 
Stockwell that charges should not 


The charges of breach of to Queen's Park on February H2, P.O. Box 73620, 
condition that were laid against and every Wednesday since at 509 St. Clair Avenue West, 
Behrens and Burch for taking part On an ae part in the Interfaith Toronto, ON, M6C 1C0. 
in a Martin Luther King memorial Witness Vigil. They helped to Phone (416) 651-5800, 
at Queen’s Park on January 15, Start the weekly vigil but were fax 651-9770, 

1997, occured after records from banned from participating in it email: burch@web.net 


=| Hansard (transcripts of everything 
al said by MPPs in the Ontario 


SPIRITS OF 
POWER 
nüy:spread.the oj benefit Art Show 
ibn | and Auction 


Friends of the Lubicon 
(FoL) face phenomenal legal 
costs battling Daishowa's lawsuit. 

Forestry multinational 
522524 Daishowa has launched a multi- 

: <| million dollar lawsuit against 
FoL, a small, volunteer grassroots 
activist group fighting for thc 
rights of the Lubicon Lake Indian 
Nation in northern Alberta. 
To raise legal costs FoL 


will be conducting a Bencfit Art “TAM YOUR SPY 


Show and Auction, coe by Mordechai Vanunu 
Suc Home ot the Se ERA e I am the clerk, the technician, the mechanic, the driver. 
"power" and can be interpreted in 5 


any way you choose. The use and 
abuse of power has been an 
integral part of the history of the 
Lubicons as well as FoL. 

As with the lawsuit, 
corporations can usc the power 
that money gives them to attempt 


rr 


to crush opposition. ight: 
EM However, people can use 
>. | grassroots powcr, as FoL did This bolt is párt of a bomb. This bolt is m 
when we mounted the incredibly did | fail to see, and how do the others ga t 
successful Daishowa Boycott. | fitting bolts. Who else knows? : 


Who has seen? Who has heard? — The. empr 


ART AUCTION: 


April 5 at 6 pm 


at the A-Space Gallery 


401 Richmond Street West 
(at Spadina A ve.) Suite 110 


for more information: 
FoL, 485 Ridelle Avenue, 
Toronto, ON M6B 1K6 
or Diane at (416) 532-0453 
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Exporting 
Disaster... 
CANDUS for 
China 


On November 26, 1996, 
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien and 
Chinesc Premier Li Peng (thc 
- “Butcher of Beijing?) witnessed 
the signing of a contract betwcen 
Atomic Energy of Canada Ltd 
(AECL) and the China National 
Nuclear Corporation (CNNC) for 

the sale of two CANDU-6 
reactors. The Canadian govern- 
ment is providing a $1.5 billion 
loan for the Canadian component 
of the reactor deal - the biggest 
loan in Canadian history. Chrétien 
was criticized for his aggressive 
nuclear boosterism given China's 
record of human rights violations 
and the nuclear weapons prolif- 
eration. The Prime Minister has 
been a strong supporter of nuclear 
power from his days as federal 
Minister of Energy under Pierre 
Trudeau. Chrétien stated, "Some 
people don't like nuclear power, 
but for me, I like it". 

On November 6, 1996, 
NAP Research Director Dave. 
Martin stated, “Financially, this 
mega-project is a mega-loser. We 
are providing nuclear aid to a 
country that aids known nuclear 
weapons proliferators such as 
Pakistan, and we are trading with 
one of the worst human rights 
violators in the world." 
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In a letter to NAP, federal 
Minister of Natural Resources 
Anne McLellan stated that thc 
deal is “strictly commercial". 
However, this is simply not truc. 
The loan required Cabinct 
approval and is administered by 
the Export Development Corpora- 
tion (a federal crown corporation) 
on its “Canada Account”. This 
means that the funds come out of 
the government's Consolidated 
Revenue Fund, and the loan is 
carried on the books of the 
Department of Forcign Affairs 
and International Tradc. Canadian 


new regulations will effectively 
exempt all future federally funded 
Overseas projects from environ- 
mental assessment. The Sierra 
Club of Canada and other public 
interest groups arc planning a 
legal challenge of the exemption 
of thc CANDU sale. 


China and the Bomb 


The United States currently 
docs not allow its nuclear 
companies to provide their 
technology to China because 


NUCLEAR NEWS 


Corruption 


NAPs study, “Exporting 
Disaster: The Cost of Selling 
CANDU Reactors", also identi- 
ficd the corruption of AECL as a 
primary problem. In the 1970s, $4 
million was paid in bribes to 
Argentinean officials, and $18 
million to South Koreans. As 
recently as 1994, AECL’s agent 
in South Korca was arrested and 
jailed for paying bribes to the 
head of South Korea’s nuclear 
utility. AECL has paid out an 


Ontario Hydro’s 
White Elephant 


involvement accounts 
for only about 40% of the total S4 
billion cost of the project. 

The $1.5 billion loan was 
clearly too big and too risky for 
the EDC alonc, or for any private 
financial institution. Taxpayers 
will be on the hook, if China 
defaults, since Canada has no 
political risk insurance. It has also 
come out that China has no third 
party liability insurance for the 
reactors, so if the reactors have a 
nuclear accident, AECL will be 
liable. As usual, details of the dcal 
have been kept secret. 


Regulations Changed 


In early November, in order 
to exempt the CANDU sale from 
environmental assessment review, 
the federal cabinet met in a hastily 
arranged special session to make 
changes to the regulations under 
the Canadian Enviromental 
Assessment Act. The regulations 
were given the force of law the 
next day without the usual 
regulatory procedure of a sixty 
day public comment period. The 
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China has been selling nuclear 
weapons technology to Pakistan - 
power reactors as well as repro- 
cessing and enrichment technol- 
ogy to make nuclear bombs. 
Canada and France have taken 
advantage of the US position to 
secure reactor sales. 


Human Rights 


Since the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre, human rights 
violations in China have grown 
worse. Thousands of political 
activists have been detained; 
torture and ill treatment of 
prisoners 1s common; and there 
were more people executed in 
China in 1995 (2,200) than the 
rest of the world combined. The 
Chrétien government supports a 
policy of "constructive engage- 
ment", which argues that by 
engaging in trade, Canada can 
promote human rights better than 
by imposing trade sanctions. 

NAP called this policy 
"self-serving and hypocritical". 


average of $3 million per year for 
"agent fees” since 1976 - a total 
of about $60 million. While agent 
feces may be used for legitimate 
public relations, they have bcen 
used in the past for bribery. 


Employment from 
Chinese Sale 


At different times, AECL 
has claimed that there will be 
15,000 or 27,000 “jobs” created in 
Canada from the Chinese salc. 
NAP has called this claim "highly 
exaggerated" and challenged 
AECL to providc proof of the 
“yobs”. This should not be 
difficult to do, since there arc at 
most 100 companies involved in 
the deal. 

NAP believes that no 
new"jobs" will be created, but 
that a maximum of about 2,500 
jobs currently winding down from 
the sale of reactors to South 
Korea will be rolled over for 
another five years, providing 
about 12,500 person years of 
employment. 


Copies of Exporting 
Disaster (68 pages) are available 
from Nuclear Awareness Project 
for S10. The Executive Summary 
of Exporting Disaster (3 pages) 
and a briefing notc on employ- 
ment resulting from the Chinese 
sale (4 pages) are available for 
frec on request. 


Nuclear Awareness Project 


box 104, Uxbridge, ON 
L9P 1M6 
(905) 852-0571 
nucaware(Q web.net 


See vu. 


FVice on 


The 1997 Federal Budget: 


Inadequate Response to Child Poverty 


In 1959, the United 
Nations Declaration of Rights of 
the Child was adopted. 

After several decades of 
intense multi-nation negotia- 
tions, the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child received 
unanimous approval in 1989. 

This document received 
all-party support in thc Ontario 
Legislature in 1990 and was 
ratificd by the Government of. 
Canada in 1991. 

Seven years ago the House 
of Commons passed a Resolution 
"to seck to achieve the goal of 
eliminating poverty among 
Canadian children by the year 
2000." 

On the scventh anniversary 
of the resolution, *Report Card 
1996: Child Poverty in Canada" 
produced by Campaign 2000 
states that 1,362,000 children in 
Canada are poor. This is 428,000 
more poor children than in 1989. 

How can we justify the 
facts of the report when on 
almost all counts, our most 
fragile members of society, 
Canada's children, are falling 
further behind. 

Note these statistics since 


1989: poor children (up 46%), 
poor two parent families (up 
39%), poor single parent familics 
(up 58%), children in familics 
experiencing long-term unem- 
ployment (up 44%), children in 
working poor families (up 17%), 
children in familics needing 
social assistance (up 68%), and 
children in unaffordable rental 
housing (up 60%). 

Our governments have 
downsized people into poverty, 
cut daycare, axed legal aid, 
cheated mothers out of family 
support payments, dropped 
employment equity, slashed non- 
profit housing and skimped on 
health care for new borns. The 
same governments then blame 
single moms for their children’s 
distress and underachievement. 

Campaign 2000, in spelling 
out the pain and cost of child 
poverty must put an end to this 
criminally ignorant blame game. 

How can we justify what 
we have done to our weakest and 
most vulnerable members of 
society? How can we justify the 
$40 billion dollars in deferred 
corporate taxes since 1993 (less 
tax than in any other G7 coun- 


The ACTivist's 
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try)? At thc samc timc, untaxed 
corporatc profits climbed to $17 
billion. 


How can our governments 
allow such a monstrous givc 
away when thc crisis of child 
poverty is raging out of control? — 

In the 18 February 1997 ow ms 
federal budget, an additional har UON EE i e 2 
S600 million was made available = e um c o ee § the m d 
for a new child tax bencfit a 
program. 

The following day, the 
National Council of Welfare (a 
federal advisory pancl) admitted 
that tens of thousands of onc- 
child familics would receive 
S500 less than promised over the 
next two years. Finance Minister 
Martin is depending on provin- 
cial child benefits to make up 
this difference. 

Critics like the Canadian 
Council on Social Development 
have stated that $15 billion is 
really nceded to pull 1.4 million 
children out of poverty. 

We did not elect our 
politicians to drive Canadian 
women and children into poverty 
while showering Canada's 
billionaire's with tax bonanzas. 


: he where ie UE bed is? 
3 Bu more Significant i than 


a io be there andi 10 provi ide 
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Comradarie, Energy and Defiance 


by: Jacquelyn Schlatman 


They came together clad in 
heavy winter coats, toques and 
mittens, shifting from foot to 
foot in an attempt to warm 
themselves from the frosty 
temperatures outside and in 
Queen's Park. 

Approximately 250 
women and a handful of men 
gathered on Monday, 13 January 
1997 at 10 am on the front steps 
of the government offices and 
dared to have their voices heard. 

They were protesting the 
impending cut backs by Mike 
Harris and his Tories. 

Around them was hung a 
wall of T-shirts with messages 
condemning the cuts that would 
grcatly impact on the lives of 
women and children in their 
province. 

Peel Rape Crisis Centre 
(905-273-3337, fax 273-3336) 
invited sister agencies to join 
together in their T-shirt cam- 
paign protesting cuts recom- 
mended in the McGuire Report 
(an Ontario Government report 
grossly mistitled "A Framework 
for Action on the Prevention of 
Violence Against Women"). 

Speakers included Joan 
Grant-Cummings (President of 
the National Action Committtee 
on the Status of Wemen), Ann 
Marie Aikens (Ontario Coalition 
of Rape Crisis Centres), and 
Gislen Sirous (Action 
Ontarienne Contre la Violence 


Faite aux Femmes). Feminist 
musician Faith Nolan expressed 
her contempt for this government 
with her songs that got the crowd 
clapping and chanting. 

Women from Sudbury, 
Parry Sound, Brockville, 
Muskoka, York, Peel and Halton 
Region were among the crowd. 
Many carried banners and signs. 

Surrounding the stage were 
heads of women made from 
paper maché depicting women 
from all groups, some battered 
and bleeding. They are now on 
display at the Halton Rape Crisis 
Centre (905-825-3622, fax 825- 
3755), thanks to the creative 
abilities of Brenda Mason and 
Paulette St. Jean. 

It was great to see and be a 
part of the comraderic, energy 
and defiance of this aware and 
totally conscious group of 
women. 

The rally lasted two hours. 
Women were invited to stay for 
an opportunity to move inside 
the doors of Queen’s Park and 
have their questions addressed. 

Whether this will have an 
impact or not remains to be seen. 
If not, I’m sure this will be only 
one of many protests, for the 
work must continue. 

Otherwise, the 65 000 
women that have reached out for 
help in the last year will not be 
heard and many, many more 
women willdie. = 


Jacquelyn works at the 
Halton Rape Crisis Centre. 
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The Woman Who Lives in the Earth 


by: Swain Wolf 


reviewed by: Chris Davenport 


. "The Woman Who Lives in the Earth" 1s a umeless novel 


destined to become a classic. 


It's a mystical story of a young girl named Sarah growing up in 
the midst of a terrible drought. Every page is a wonderful adventure in 
poetry, expioring the magical journey of a free spirited giri whose 
extraordinary powers enable her to free a town caught in the terrible 


grip of fear. 


The story begins with Sarah and her parents traveling into town 
to barter for supplies at the general store. Sarah catches the attention of 
the "Lizard Woman", a local shaman, by coming to the aid of an 


injured fox. 


The fox had been badly beaten by the town's children, and was 
believed to be dead. After chasing the offending party away, Sarah 
rcaches down and touches the fox, who immediately leaps up and runs 
away. This single loving gesture catapults Sarah into an undesirable 
fame, leaving her at the mercy of a highly suspicious shaman and a 


Lown warped by superstition. 


Wolf forces us to bear witness to the consequences of fear and 
the web of hate it helps to weave. The parallels in our own society arc 
all but too painfully obvious. Desperate people long for a scapegoat. 


sarah was this scapegoat. 


At under 200 pages, this short novel makes an excellent compan- 
ion for any long road trip - provided you are not driving, of course! I 
highly recommend this book for all ages. A very easy read. 


Harper Collins, 


1996 New York, ISPN 0-06-017411-0 


By: Ellen Elster- 


For some years feminists 
have drawn attention to the 
connection between militarism 
and male violence towards 
women. 

Atrocities in the Balkans 
have placed rape on the war- 
crimes agenda, and the region's 
ethnic conflicts have revealed 
how women are used as tools to 
insult men on the opposing side. 

This shows how society 
values women mainly as the 
property of men, and how the 
statc uses some women as baby- 
producing-machines for the war 
effort, and controls the 
childbearing of others (as in the 
case of Albanian, Muslim and 
Gypsy women), thus using ethnic 
differences to divide women. 

In Cambodia, there has 
been a vast increase in prostitu- 
tion, with UN "peace-kecping" 
troops among the customers of 
Phnom Pehn brothels. This the 
head of UNTAC considered quite 
normal. 

Susan Brownmiller, who 
wrote Against Our Will - Women 
and Rape, claims that men who 
rape during war are ordinary men 
behaving uncharacteristically 
because they suddenly become 
members of the world's most 
exclusive boy's club. 

But why should women be 
their victims? Brownmiller 
believes that war provides men 
with an excuse to give expression 
to their contempt for women. 

What will happen once 
there are more women in the 


Hockey 


by: Jacquelyn Schlatman 


This past month much air 
time and newspaper space has 
been consumed discussing the 
injustices that were committed 
against Sheldon Kennedy of the 
Boston Bruins. 

Sheldon bravely went 
public with the information that 
he had been sexually violated by 
his coach Graham James during 
the period of his training. 

I have empathy for the 
young man and how he was 
violated. I also have respect for 
the risk he took coming forward 
with this information and I hope 
this will be useful to his healing. I 


WOMEN IN THE ANTI-^ 


armed forces is an open question, 
but there are many current 
examples of the continuing 
harassment of women inside the 
military. Such contempt reflects 
the value women have in society 
as a whole. 

However, it should not be 
forgotten that women are some- 
times also complicit in men's war. 
Many women support their men 
who go to war, and some women 
react against injustice by joining 
in the men's war, such as the 
Chechen women who have 
reportedly joined the liberation 
forces. 


Challenges 
for war resisters 


War affects women in 
particular ways. However, women 
arc also to be found in thc 
forefront of protest against war 
and violence, with such activism 
often appcaring as a manifestation 
of women's social role, and their 
role within the family. 

War Resisters’ Interna- 
tional (WRI) has had "women" as 
a topic for some time, via theme 
groups, at Triennial general 
meetings, women's conferences, 
and in the WRI Women's News- 
letter. 

Other related topics have 
included the analysis of feminism, 
militarism and nonviolencc, and 
international action against the 
recruitment of women into the 
armed liberation movements. 

Women protesting at 
military bases in the North 
(particularly at Greenham 


Common) have made links with 
women opposing military bases 
and sex-tourism in the South. 

The question of develop- 
ment has also been a focus for 
discussion. 

However, these are subjects 
which have been kept separate 
from the other items on WRI's 
agenda. 

WRI is an organisation 
whose aim is to remove all causes . 
of war. It focusses on the connec- 
tions between poverty and war, 
the arms industries and the 
miliary systems. All these issues 
have a grave impact on women, 
[or women comprise the majority 
of the poor. 

Wars, militarism and 
military expenditure cause 
poverty. So, why are gender 
issues not already an intrinsic part 
of WRI's programme? 

WRI is a male-dominated 
organization. Throughout its 
history, anti-conscription cam- 
paigns have loomed large, and, as 
always, women have supported 
thosc men who have chosen to 
say no to an inhumane system 
bent on destruction. 

Twenty years ago, women 
in WRI began to question their 
role in the organization, and to 
consider the links between 
militarism, nonviolence and 
feminism. In order to study these 
matters in greater depth, they held 
women's meetings and confer- 
ences, as well as women-only 
workshops at Triennials. These 
events happened in the face of 
more or less open hostility from 
men within the movement. 


Scandal 


think this will raise the awareness 
of many people to what a breach 
of trust and violation of authority 
sexual assault is. 

What I am having difficulty 
with is the attention, support and 
validation this case has com- 
manded. I can’t help but feel sad 
that it took sexual assault invad- 
ing a male dominated, money- 
making institution to get such 
recognition. 

Sheldon has been called 
courageous, his experience 
identified as painful and a caller 
to a CBC Television program 
recommended Kennedy be 
recognized as Canadian athlete of 
the year for speaking of his 


ordeal. ; 

The NHL and NHL Players 
Association are encouraging other 
vicums of abuse to come forward. 

Most of the women I have 
met through my work and thc 
women whose experiences I've 
followed in the papers have not 
had such positive responses when 
they too broke the silence. Most 
often the women have been met 
with denial, called liars and 
subjected to the credits of their 
abusers that lift them abovc 
suspicion. 

I know of no woman, 
despite how credible she may be, 
who has been met with the kind of 


ILITARIST MOVEMENT 


WRI is now in a vacuum, 
discovering a new role in a 
changing world. Some European 
sections, which to a large extent 
have provided the base of WRI - 
at least financially - are dissolving 
as nations convert their conscript 
armies to professional ones. It 
will be necessary to raise new 
anti-militarist campaigns, and it 
will be appropriate for women to 
take an active part in these. 

Women are now being 
recruited into these professional 
armies. 


Women on Peace Teams 


One of the many new 
challenges facing WRI ts to place 
peace teams into conflict situa- 
tions. Volunteers (women and 
men) are being trained to enter 
conflict situations, to facilitate 
dialogue between opposing 
groups. Many of these volunteers 
are entering socicties quite unlike 
their own, societies where the 
oppression of women may be 
more overt than that from which 
the volunteers come. 

How, then, are the conflict- 
ing attitudes about women 
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support which has been bestowed 
upon Sheldon. 

Why is it so difficult to 
celebrate the strength required 
when speaking their truths? Why 
aren't their experiences validated? 
Why aren't people appalled by 
their abusers’ actions? 

We will have reached 
equality only when the violations 
of female children and women 
elicit the kind of social outrage 
that Sheldon Kennedy’s situation 
has obtained. 


Jacquclyn works at the 
Halton Rape Crisis Centre, 
Hopedale Mall (905) 825-3622. 


reflected within the teams? And 
how does it affect each team's 
approach to the population with 
whom they work, and more 
particularly, to the women with 
whom they work? Should special 
training be given? And arc such 
questions to be asked at all? 

WRI has a unique opportu- 
nity to take gender on board. In a 
changing world it is appropriate to 
ask how the situation of women 
has changed, and what roles 
women can now play. 

At the Tricnnial in Brazil in 
1994, the women's theme group 
concluded with the following 
statement: 

"Women's daily lives must 
be made visible and become part 
of international policy. Domestic 
violence and economic oppression 
are all part of one big social 
question: the under-valuation of 
women in the society. Women 
have done a lot of consciousness- 
raising, and more needs to be 
done. But if these issues are to be 
part of WRI policy, we will have 
to challenge men in the WRI. The 
challenge is related to how we 
want to change the world. It has 
to do with material and social 
living conditions, but also how we 
relate to each other." 


for more infomation: 
WRI Women 

5 Caledonian Road, 

London N1 9DX, UK 


This article was originally 
published in Peace News (No- 
vember 1996). ACT for Disarma- 
ment is a member of WRI. 


Human Rights Watch Blasts 
Maquiladora Gender Discrimination 


by: Brucc Allen 


Human Rights Watch is a 
non governmental organization 
established in 1978 to monitor 
and promote the observance of 
internationally recognized 
human rights in Africa, the 
Americas, Asia, the Middle East 
and among signatorics of the 
Helsinki Accords. 

In 1990 its Women's 
Rights Project was established 
"to monitor violence against 
women and gender discrimina- 
tion throughout the world". This 
past August, the Human Rights 
Watch Women's Rights Project 
issucd a damning report on 
Mexico entitled "No Guarantees: 
Sex Discrimination in Mexico’s 
Maquiladora Sector." 

The Women’s Rights 
Project compiled this report by 
interviewing women’s rights 
activists, maquiladora personnel, 
labour rights activists, Mexican 
government officials, community 
organizers, and victims of sex- 
based employment discrimina- 
tion living in five cities and 
employed in forty-three 
maquiladora plants along the 
U.S.-Mexican border. 

The horrific findings of 
this report both provide further 
proof that the Maquiladora Zone 
is a living hell for the workers 
employed there and show that 
women workers in the border 
region are doubly oppressed due 
to blatant gender discrimination. 

The Women’s Rights 
Project Report vividly shows this 
by focusing on pregnancy-based 
discrimination in the workplacc. 
It is manifested principally in 
three ways: employers subjecting 
women to pregnancy tests as part 


of the hiring process, employers 


refusing to hire women appli- 
cants who are pregnant, and 
employers routinely mistreating 
women employees who become 
pregnant in an effort to make 


RJ eRe wae 


workers interviewed by the 
Women’s Rights Project said 
they were questioned by pro- 
spective employers as to whether 
they were sexually active and 
when they last menstruated. 

“Yet many of these same 


member group of the CJM. 


employers openly advertise for 
women workers only. They 
believe women workers are more 
docile and “unlikely to union- 
ize”. Human Rights Watch 
concludes that their goal is to 
take advantage of women who 
arc “among the poorest, least 
experienced and least educated in 
the workforce”. These women 
arc left to choose "between their 
jobs and their rights". 

Employers in thc 
Maquiladora Zone do not want to 
hire pregnant women because it 
will increase their labour costs. 
Mexico’s authorities tum a blind 
cyce to this form of discrimination 
even though it violates Mexico’s 
labour law. 

. Indeed, none of Mexico's 
labour laws are enforced in the 
Maquiladora Zone because it is a 
major source of employment, 
technological transfer, and 
foreign currency. 

These things clearly matter 
far more to the government than 
the rights of workers and 
especially women workers. 

Human Rights Watch 
addressed a series of demands tc 
the Mexican Government and 
wrote to the corporations 
employing the women it inter- 
viewed. Some of the corporations 
wrote back and their responses 
vary widely. The government 
appears to be content to do 
nothing. 

This situation will not 
change without concerted 
pressure from citizens and 

governments in the other 
countries which signed the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. 


For further information: 
Coalition for Justice 
in the Maquiladoras, 

3120 W. Ashby, 
San Antonio, Texas, 
78228 
Phone; (210) 732-8957 
Fax: (210) 732-8324 
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THE ABOVE STATISTICS ARE TAKEN FROM OUR CRISIS LINE AND ADDITIONAL 
STATISTICS SHEETS: 


-CRISIS CALL 

-FACE TO FACE COUNSELLING HALTON RAPE CRISIS CENTRE 
> Hopedale Mall 
-ADVOCACY 1515 Rebecca Street, #227 
-ACCOMPANIMENT Oakville 


THESE STATISTICS REPORTED BY THE CENTRE ARE FOR THE NUMBER OF 
CLIENTS CONTACTS. | 


(conunucd from pagc 1) 


The Privatization 
Experience in England 
and Wales 


Since the water and 
sewerage industries were 
privatized in England and Wales 
in 1989, citizens have suffered a 
litany of problems including: 

* substantial increases in 
water prices 

* the termination of water 
services to thousands of low 
income families 

* severe water shortages 
and significant restrictions on 
non-essential water uses 

* outbrcaks of dysentery, 
Hepatitis A and other gastro- 
intestinal problems caused by 
poor sanitation and unavailability 
of water 

* the sell-off of water — 
reservoir lands for development 
purposcs 

* the failure to rc-invest 
profits into aging or leaking 
infrastructure 

* culling corporate costs by 
laying off thousands of workers 
and lowering wages (despite the 
fact that the single greatest cost in 
water and sewage operations is 
energy use, not labour) 

* excessive executive 
salaries and shareholder dividends 

* numerous violations of 
regulatory requirements 

* creation of integrated 
monopolies providing water, 
sewage, electricity, transportation, 
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and wastc management services. 


The number of water 
disconnections in Britain peaked 
in 1991-92 at over 21,000 
houscholds. In 1995-96, the 
number of disconnections was 
sull over 5800 households 
prompting the British Medical 
Association to call for a ban on 
water disconnections duc to the 
serious public health conse- 
quences. 

Profit maximization for 
executives and shareholders has 
continued while consumers have 
borne the cost of massive leakage 
of water from poorly maintained 
systems. In 1995 it was estimated 
1hat 2946 of thc 16 billion litres 
of water distributed in England 
and Wales every day leaks out 
of the system. This kind of 
blatant profiteering and meagre 
reinvestment in the quality of 
water and sewerage systems 
can happen in Ontario. 
According to the Ministry of 
the Environment, 25% of 
Ontario's water and sewage 
infrastructure is almost 50 
years old and nearing the end 
of its lifespan. Some 
infrastructure is older than 
Canada. 


Pipe Dreams 


York Region, north 
of Toronto, has already 
gone the private sector 
route. Working closely 
with a consortium of a 
British utility company 


,no. 2 


and Consumers’ Gas, York 
Region has selected a preferred 
alternative that would eventually 
see the expansion of water usc 
from Lake Simcoe and the 
construction of one and perhaps 
two pipelines from Lake Ontario. 
Water pipclines can affect 
the environment on both ends in 
the form of shoreline impacts, 
mobilization of sediment contami- 
nants, migration of invasive 
species and contamination of 
recciving water bodies. The profit 
motive of 
pri- 


February 28, 1997 
by Anne S. Walker 


We are horrified at the 
levels of violence witnessed 
during this century and that 
women and children are the 
primary victims of war and 
poverty. 

On behalf of society at 
largc, we, the undersigned women 
of the world, demand that 
annually, for the next five years, 
at lcast five per cent of national 
military expenditures be redi- 
rected to health, education and 
employment programmes. By 
doing so, one half billion dollars a 
day would be released worldwide 
for programmes to improve living 
standards, 

We also demand that war, 
like slavery, colonialism and 
apartheid, be delegitimized as an 
acceptable form of social 
behaviour, and that governments 
and civil society together develop 
new institutions that do not resort 
to violence for the settlement of 


disputes. 

Together we commit 
ourselves, as half of the world’s 
population, to use our power to 
ensure that these demands are 
realized. 


Shared by: Colin Archer 
Secretary-General 


International Peace Bureau 
41 rue de Zurich, 

1201 Geneva, Switzerland 
Tel: +41-22-73 1-6429, 
Fax: 738-9419 
Email: ipb@ gn.apc.org 
Web: http://www. itu.ch/ipb/ 


IPB is the world’s most 
comprchensive international 
federation of peace organizations. 
ACT for Disarmament is an IPB 
member group. 


International Women’s Tribune 
Centre, 777 United Nations Plaza, 
New York, NY 10017, 

Tel: (212) 687-8633. 

Fax: (212) 661-2704 . 
e-mail: iwic@1gc.apc.org 


vate companies depends upon 
incrcasing water use and will 
work against efforts to conserve 
water. 

Multi-national companies 
lining up to buy Ontario's water 
and sewage assets arc clearly 
interested in cornering a North 
American water market. Will the 
current Ontario government 
prevent private interests from 
diverting Ontario's water by 
pipeline to thirsty markets in the 
U.S.? Even with Ontario's 
abundant supplies of fresh water, 

future droughts, over-devcelop- 
ment, and climate change 
could lead to dimin- 
ished supplics and 
contlicts between 
water users in the 
provincc. Canadians 
who recall the 
debate over thc 
North American 
Frec Trade Agrec- 
ment should also 
recall that, as a 
commodity under 
NAFTA, Ontario's 
walter, once 
diverted, would 
have to bc 
- perpetually 
supplied even 
during times of 
shortage in 
Canada. 


What is 
Being 
Done? 


A 


coalition of health, environment 
and labour, SAVE ONTARIO 
WATER, has bcen formed to 
oppose the loss of public control 
over Ontario's water resources. 
The coalition is calling for public 
hearings on Bill 107 and a full 
environmental assessment of 
York Region's water supply 
proposals. 


What Can You Do? 


* Join the Coalition. 
Contact Sarah Miller at thc 
Canadian Environmental Law 
Association (tel: 416-960-2284). 

* Call or fax Dave Johnson, 
Chair, Mgmt. Bd. of Cabinet (tel: 
416-325-7754; fax: 416-325- 
7755) Norm Sterling, MOEE (tel: 
416-323-4360 and fax: 416-323- 
4682). Call the Clerk of the 
Standing Committee on Re- 
sources Development at 416-325- 
7284. Ask for public hearings on 
Bill 107. 

* Contact your municipality 
and ask: Does your municipality 
intend to place its water resources 
and the quality of its drinking 
water in thc hands of unaccount- 
able private companies whose 
primary goal is maximizing 
profits? | 
Canadian Environmental Law 
Association 
517 College St., Suite 401, 
Toronto Ont M6G 4A2 
Phone 416-960-2284 Fax: 416- 
960-9392 
E-mail: cela@web.net Website: 
http://www.web.net/cela 
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for the INNU & the EARTH 


148 Kerr Street, Oakville, ON L6K 36€ ph/fax (905) 849-5501 e-mail: icie@web.net 


Argentia Chosen | 
as Site for Voisey Bay Nickel Smelter 


In December, 1996 INCO 
announced the selection of a 
former U.S. Naval base at 
Argentia, Newfoundland as the 
proposed site for its Voisey Bay 
nickel smelter/refinery. 

It will be one of the largest 
such complexes in the world, and 
it will be INCO’s largest and most 
modern nickel and cobalt refinery. 

The company plans to build 
the complex “as quickly as 
possible" and anticipates register- 
ing the project for environmental 
review in the coming wecks. 

INCO's nickel smelter in 
Sudbury, Ontario is infamous. 
Even after Canada's Air Pollution 
Act forced INCO to cut back its 
sulfur dioxide emissions from 
7,000 tons a day to 2,500 in the 
1980s, it was still the largest 
single source of acid rain in the 
western world. 

Argentia is on the southern 
tip of Newfoundland, some 130 
km west of St. John's. The waters 
of Placentia Bay flow directly to 
the Grand Banks, mingling with 
the waters of the St. Lawrence. 

This area - the Grand 


— —Banks, the Labrador Sea and the 


Gulf of St. Lawrence - was one of 
the world's most prosperous 
fisheries. When the first European 
fishing vessels arrived here over 
500 years ago, the Grand Banks 
were reported to be so full of cod 
"they sumtymes stayed the 
shippes," and the salmon were so 
abundant they frequently broke 
the nets. 

In the early 1990s the 
“inexhaustible” cod fishery 
collapsed, after 500 years of 
intensive fishing, putting 40,000 
Newfoundland fishermen out of 
work. 

Acid rain causes massivc 
fish kills; it has eliminated fish in 
thousands of lakes in Scandinavia 
and hundreds of lakes in the U.S. 
and Canada. 

The news of a smelter in 
this area does not bode well for 
the St. Lawrence Beluga whales 
(already contaminated from the 
pulp mill and the Reynolds 
aluminum smelter at Baie 
Comeau), nor for the Atlantic 
Salmon, which migrate from 
Greenland around the southern tip 
of Newfoundland on their way to 
their spawning rivers on the North 
shore of the St. Lawrence and 
south to New England. 

The Moisie River - consid- 
ered the most important Atlantic 
salmon spawning river in North 
America - was recently saved 
from Hydro Québec's scheme to 
divert its headwaters because of 
the international outcry, in 
defense of the salmon. The 


Moisie River Salmon cycle 
includes Placentia Bay and the 
Grand Banks. The Moisic Salmon 
will be swimming through the 
effluent of this proposed smelter, 
as well as the fallout from the 
stacks in the form of acid rain and 
acid fog. 

So far, there has been little 
opposition coming from New- 
foundland. The smelter is 
expected to bring between 500 to 
1,000 direct jobs to an arca with a 
70-80% unemployment rate. “If 
somebody wants to come out and 
try to prevent a major employer 
from coming to Argentia, they 
had bloody well stand up before 
the public and tell them why,” 
said the Mayor of Placentia, John 
Mahar. 

There is at least one 
detractor, however. Linda 
Whalen, chair of the Say No to 
American Garbage Group 
(SNAGG) has spoken out against 
the Argentia/Long Harbour area 
as a location for the smelter. 
Whalen believes the area has too 
many environmental problems as 
itis - left over from the U.S. 
naval base as well as a now . 
defunct phosphorus plant. 
"You've already got a problem 
with sulfur dioxidc emission in 
the Come By Chance area, and, to 
increase that, I don't know if that - 
would be fair to local 
residents,"says Whalen. "It's very 
difficult to be against anything 
that is going to enhance the 
economic viability of the prov- 
ince. But at the same timc, putting 
a smelter at Long Harbour is just 
going to exacerbate a situation 
that is already extremely bad 
down in that area." 

Although the Voisey Bay 
Nickel Co. (an INCO subsidiary) 
claimed that it was delaying the 
decision on thc proposed smelter 
location becausc it was consider- 
ing the environmental problems, it 
is clear that the decision was 
based entirely on economic 
factors as well as expediency. 
Thanks to the U.S. military, thc 
infrastructure is already built, 
which means thc smelter can be 
up and running in no üme. 
Another factor was that it is an 
ice-free port. According to the 
mayor of Placentia, "Argentia and 
Long Harbour are thc most 
environmentally assessed pieces 
of property in the entire country." 


Reprinted from “‘Nitassinan 
News” (January 1997), published 
by Friends of Nitassinan, PO Box 
804, Burlington, Vermont 05402 
USA, phone/fax (802) 425-3820. 


IN BRIEF 


Ptarmigan Trail 


Innu Nation is expanding its campaign to stop the development of 


the $600,000 Ptarmigan snowmobile trail. The trail will run through the 


heart of the Innu Land Claim in the Mealy Mountains to Goose Bay. 
Innu worry the area will be opened up to non-Innu hunters and fishers. 
The federal government approved the construction at the end of 
January. 


Dutch Campaign Delays Government 
ICIE's Innu Support Group based in The Hague, Netherlands 
organized an excellent campaign against their government signing thc 
new ten-year agreement on low-level military flight training. 


They forced the government to hold a debate in Parliament before 


It Signs again. 


Voisey’s Bay Slide Show 
ICIE has an eighty slide show about Nitassinan and Voisey's 
Bay. Call to arrange a presentation. A video will also be available in 
May, also from Friends of Nitassinan in Vermont. 


ICIE Applies for Intervenor Funding 

ICIE requested $12,400 to assess the past and present impact of 
large mining projects in Canada on aboriginal women and their 
commmunities, to convene mectings with Innu women in Davis Inlet 
and Sheshatshiu to record their opinions, concerns and goals, and to 
consider the structural ability of the Innu communities to mect 
women's nceds if thc minc goes ahead. 

The federal environmental assessment has grossly underfunded 
the ability of all concemed to fully participate in the upcoming Public 
Hearings by making only $400,000 available. 

To ensure ICIE's participation in the Public Hearings, we have 
launched the Raffle promoted below. Please call for tickets to sell. 


(RAFFLE) 


| Raffle to assist /C/E in 
| participating at upcoming 
| Public Hearings about the 
proposed Voisey's Bay 
nickel mine. 
(905) 849-5501, (416) 531-5101 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 1. A framed portrait photo of Pamcla Hurley, 
| a young Innu girl, by Danny Beaton. 
| 2. A framed poster from Innu Nation. 
| 3. A group of four mounted photos by Kari Reynolds 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


name: | 


titled "Life in Natassinan". 


| address: 4. An ICIE campaign t-shirt, with logo. 
Saf ile ae Draw to be held: $2 a ticket 
ps ; April 30, 1997 3 for $5 or 10 for $10 
phne(- ). - donated in support of the: 
international Campaign for the Innu & the Earth (ICIE) 
i TICKET x 148 Kerr Street, Oakville, ON L6K 3A7 
i : " B phone/fax (905) 849-5501, e-mail. icie(Dweb net 


INNU Land is not INCO's property. 


Environmental 
Assessment 
Now Underway 


Ottawa (January 31, 1997) 

A Memorandum of Under- 
standing (MOU) for the establish- 
ment of a joint environmental 
assessment revicw of the proposed 
Voisey's Bay mining development 
was signed on 31 January 1997 by 
the presidents of the Labrador Inuit 
Association and of the Innu Nation 
and the governments of Canada and 
of Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The MOU will ensure 
appropriate harmonization of the 
environmental assessment pro- 
cesses of the two governments. 
Peter Penashue signed on behalf of 
the Innu Nation and William 
Barbour on bchalf of the Labrador 
Inuit Association. 

“This MOU”, said Mr. 
Penashue, “is an important step for 
the Innu people. 

We worked hard to get this 
agreement with the other govern- 
ments and I am confident that the 
environmental review will be 
thorough and complete.” 

."This is a fair and balanced 
MOU,” said Mr. Barbour. “It 
reflects the way that the Voisey’s 
Bay project can respect the Inuit 
and be a win-win for everybody.” 

“The harmonized process 
will ensure an efficient, effective 
and fair evaluation, one in which 
all interested individuals and 
groups will have an equal opportu- 
nity to express their views and 
concerns about the project,” said 
Mr. Marchi, federal env. minister. 

“I am pleased that the 
Agreement has been signed and 
that the assessment review can now 
proceed," Mr. Mifflin of the 
Newfoundland government said. 
“The Agreement and the subsc- 
quent review will ensure the 
meaningful participation by anyonc 
interested in the Voiscy's Bay 
project." "e 

“By signing a multi-party 
MOU, we will avoid costly overlap 
and duplication and assurc a timely 
review of thc project," federal 
Natural Resources Minister Anne 
McLellan said. 

Premier Tobin stated, “I am 
very pleased with this cooperative 
approach to environmental 
asscssment. I look forward to the 
results of thc review process 
established through the four-party 
agreement." 

"The Voisey's Bay project 
will be subject to a full and 
thorough review beforc decisions 
are made on whether or not to 
proceed," Minister Aylward said. 
“I am confident that the panel will 
do an excellent job in this respect 
and I encourage people to partici- 
pate in the review process." 

The MOU led to the appoint- 
ment of a five-member panel: Ms. 
Leslie Griffiths (Chair), Mr. Sam 
Metcalfe, Ms. Lorraine A. Michael, 
Dr. Charles Pelley and Dr. Peter 
Usher. 
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5. Sixteen Mile Creek (near GO Station on Old Mill Rd) 


15 Locations 


WEST 
1. Twelve Mile Creek (Bronte Creek) at the QEW Overpass 
2. Petro Canada Park (enter north of Bridge Road at Bronte) 
3. Bronte Creek Park (end of Upper Middle Road West) 
4, Sheldon Creek at Shell Park 
5. Taplow, Glen & McCraney Creeks (meet at Glen 
Abbey Recreation Centre (Third Line & Upper Middle) 


CENTRAL 
1. Lions Valley Park (Dundas Street, just east of 4" Line) 
2. Munn's Creek Trail (meet at River Oaks Rec Centre) 
3. Morrison Creek at Oakville Park & McCraney Valley 
Park (gather at the back parking lot at Sheridan College) 


—R I 


4. Lakefront (meet at Oakville Harbour: Lakeside Park 


EAST 
1. Sheridan Valley Park north & south of Upper Middle 
Road (meet at Valleybrook Park at Grosvenor Strect) 
2. Morrison Creek north & south of Upper Middle Road 
(meet at Litchfield Park just east of Trafalgar Road) 
3. Joshua Valley Park & Creek (meet at Deer Run Park) 


. 4. Wildflower Woods (Ford Drive & Sheridan Garden Dr) 


EVERYWHERE 
Clean Up your own ravine, park, creek or lakefront 


for more information, to volunteer or donate $: 
Oakville Community Centre 


for peace, ecology and human rights 
148 Kerr Street, Oakville, ON L6K 3A7 
849-5501 SEARS 


A CONFERENCE 


Learn more about the following topics: 
1. Easy and Smart Ways to Conserve Water 
2. Protecting Groundwater 
3. The State of the Great Lakes 
4. A Global Perspective about Water 


5. Earth Day Canada 


(find out why you should participate in Oakville's 6^ annual 


Waterways Clean Up from April 14 to 22) 


Registration is $5.00. All Welcome! 
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Bring out your friends, 
family and neighbours to 
any of the fifteen locations 
selected for a clean up of 
litter on Saturday, April 19. 

You'll be greeted at 
our sign-up table and given 
bags and gloves. 

Please dress warmly. 
The event takes place rain 
or shine. Snacks and 
refreshments will be avail- 
able for all EarthDay 
volunteers. 

Whether you can help 


for just an hour or longer. 


take action to clean up our 


creeks. 

Water is our most 
precious and valuable 
natural resource and it 
needs our environmental 
protection. 

We are surrounded by 
water in Oakville. Everyone 
lives near a creek or the 
lake. 

The goals of our 
EarthDay campaign are to 
remove garbage from local 
nature sites and parks, 
protect wildlife in our 
community, show off lacal 
nature sites, and help 


Oakville Central Library Auditorium 


PARTHDAY 


CANADA 


people recognize that 
littering is a problem that 
ends up in our waterways. 
It is wonderful that 
over 2,000 people from all 
walks of life have partici- 
pated in making the past 
five annual Waterways 
Clean Up's a big success. 


ages citizens, families, 
friends, and tourists to 
return again and again to 
our natural habitats. 

Without costing 
taxpayers anything, this 
campaign ts helping to 
build a healthier Oakville. 

Also, we are working 
with schools to encourage a 
clean up of school grounds 
and nearby parks during 
the week of April 14 to 18. 

Help make Oakville 
the cleanest town in 
Ontario! Together we can 
make a difference for the 
environment. 


SATURDAY, 
MARCH 22" 


1-4 pm 


at the: 


(Navy & Lakeshore) 
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Indonesian gold rush ignores indigenous people 


Before Busang hit the front estimated reserves of as much as 100 fires: a 1983 fire claimed 3 million name to become one of [ndonesia's 
pages of the business press as a million ounces of gold, may turn out hectares of rain forest. richest women. She is also a vicc- 
miracle Canadian gold strike and to be the richest mine in the country Foremost among Kalimantan's — chair of the government political 
story of business intrigue, it was the — and much more remains to be timber barons is Mohammed (Bob) machine GOLK AR and director of 
name of a group of indigenous people explored. Hasan, who says he controls the national association of radio 
in the interior of Borneo "[' ve made the joke that "between thirty and forty" logging broadcasters, giving her huge political 
(Kalimantan). The Busang Dayaks everybody who goes to the property companies as well as chairing the power. 
have inhabited the Borneo rain forest tends to see God," said one analystin Indonesian forestry industry associa- In Indonesia, rated as the most 
for generations; they have now been a typical comment. "And I guess I tion. His largest firm, PT Georgia corrupt country in the world in 1995 
displaced by massive development did. There’s every probability that it Pacific Indonesia, holds over 600,000 — by the Berlin-based watchdog 
schemes that threaten to tum their ` will be onc of the largest in the hectares in the upper Mahakam, the Transparency International, all this 
ancestral lands (now part of the world." main river of East Kalimantan. Hasan gave Barrick the inside track to 
Indonesian province of East “Development” based on is a leading crony and regular golf control the Busang riches. A common 
Kalimantan) into a wasteland. resource extraction has along history partner of Indonesian president Indonesian joke notes that the “first 

In 1993, fledgling Calgary in East Kalimantan. Indeed, the Suharto (whose “foundations” hold family" has long been in the "mining 
mining company Bre-X Minerals Lid. Indonesian name Kalimantan is often majority stakes in much of Hasan's business: that's minc, that’s mine...” 
bought control of a small gold find at translated as “River of Gems." In business empire). He is the adopted The Suharto family wealth is 
Busang in an offshore transaction 1921, a subsidiary of Shell gained the son of the late General Gatot Subroto, impossible to estimate accurately, 
from a Scottish investment concern. concession for oil exploration. Liquid — Suharto's former chief of staff and a since it is funneled through a 
A year later, it had found a much natural gas is now even more key figure in the army seizure of shadowy array of “foundations” and 
larger neighbouring deposit that set important — Indonesia produces 40% power. corporations, but it has been pegged 


at perhaps $50 billion. 

Bre-X tried a $40 million bribe 
on another Suharto scion, Sigit 
Harjojudanto, but was unable to shift 


“Thank God [Indonesia’s] a dictatorship. If it the presidential will. All this enraged 
were a democracy, [the Busang imbroglio] could 


business commentators in Canada. 
But mining companies operating in 
Indonesia leapt to the regime’s 


f progress’ 


: a e 29 
Il cae ee be tied up In court for years. defence. “[The mining sector] is one 
m their agricultur : id "e fthe few areas relatively frec of high 
uus dox - anon. president of a Vancouver junior mining company active nii noes Hah 2c 
lei in Indonesia and the Philippines. (The Toronto Star, Dec. 16, 1996) McKcchnie, chief Executive of 


Indomin Resources. 
In the end, however, it seems 


not really a gold rush, it's rather a coming from East Kalimantan. The that the indigenous Dayak peoples connected company of all: American 
stock market rush," as one Indonesian province is also a big coal producer. have seen little benefit from oil and giant Freeport McMoran. Freeport 
_ businessman noted. Bre-X book value The coast has already been forestry (and now are unlikely to see opened Indonesia's largest mine to 
soared from almost zero to $5.9 devastated. The interior is still being much from mining). By the late date in 1968, literally writing its own 
billion by 1996. Once-bankrupt Bre- subjected to "development." When 1970s, the province was raking in investment contract. 
X chief David Walsh has become a the Suharto “New Order” regime almost a quarter of Indonesia’s total Freeport’s field of interest lay 
rich man by judicious buying and seized power in 1965-6 in a bloodbath export earnings; yet the wealth in West Papua, an island with little in 
selling of his company's stock. where as many as one million died, flowed to a handful of army officers common with Indonesia that the 
Together with a nickel one of its first acts was to throw the and their business cronies. Indonesian government was able to 
discovery in Labrador by Vancouver country open to business. Foreign The Indonesian regime calls annex with U.S. support in a United 
stock promoter Robert Friedland's logging companies quickly cast their indigenous people like the Dayaks Nations power play. West Papua has 
Diamond Fields, the Bre-X story eyes on East Kalimantan, where trees suku-suku terasing — backward and never been allowed to exercise the 
vaulted Canadian mining to the top of tower an average of 40-60 meters isolated people. It sees Kalimantan as right to self-determination its people 
the business news. In neither case was high, the products of a forest older an empty island to be filled up with were promised. As in East Timor, a 
there any mention of what the effects than Brazil's. East Kalimantan soon transmigrants from the central island guerrilla war goes on to this day, with 
would be on indigenous people accounted for two-thirds of the total of Java. By 1980, 50,000 families had — 100,000 Papuans dead. 
bcen moved from Java to East Freeport began to level Mount 
Kalimantan, with more going to the Ertsberg in West Papua, a mountain 
island's other provinces. The sacred to the Amungme people but 
dispossessed Dayaks struck back even more sacred to the bean counters 
recently in West Kalimantan, rioting at Freeport who found the mountain 
and burning down transmigrant to consist almost entirely of copper 
settlements. and gold. Ertsberg is the richest 
Now, the Busang mine copper deposit in the world. The 
= threatens to inflict even more damage mountain has now been reduced to a 
I to the environment and indigenous vast canyon, and the Amungme to a 
= rights in East Kalimantan. With people living on the its edge. Freeport 
= hundreds more (mainly Canadian) has since gained the mining conces- 
= companies exploring, it may be only sion to the entire mountain range that 
s the tip of the iceberg. includes Ertsberg. 
Toronto-based Barrick Gold Freeport's links to the 
Corp. looked.like it had gained Indonesian army are even greater than 
control of Busang until February. Inco's. The company has allegedly 
Barrick is the world's largest mining used its helicopters to transport 
(whether Dayaks, Innu or Inuit) or on national timber production. The company outside South Africa, with soldiers for counter-insurgency 
the environment. profits from massive logging flowed profits of almost S300 million (U.S.). ^ operations. Amungme leader Tom 
Hundreds of Canadian junior to Japan and the United States and Its directors include former U.S. Beanal has brought a lawsuit in U.S. 
mining companies, most of them into the coffers of “foundations” run president George Bush and former court against Freeport for environ- 
listed on the Vancouver Stock by the Indonesian armed forces. Over Canadian Prime Minister Brian mental and human rights violations. - 
: . Exchange (the world’s leading source half the province was handed over as Mulroney, both believed to have Freeport, perhaps most 
of investment capital for speculative logging concessions. Mechanized made phone calls to Indonesian importantly for its claim to the Bre-X 
mining ventures) have now invaded logging became the rule, while noble- — President Suharto on behalf of property, is linked to Bob Hasan, 
the Indonesian islands of Borneo, sounding environmental regulations Barrick. (Mulroney’s Barrick stock whose timber companies have already 
. Sulawesi and West Papua. Canadian were flouted. In the 1970s and 1980s, options are worth an estimated $2.6 done so much damage in East 
: „companies now have over half of the only 21% of concessionaires did the million.) Kalimantan. The two are now 
Contracts of Work for mining replanting that was supposed to be _ Barrick also signed a strategic embarked on a project that could do 
awarded by the Indonesian govern- required by law. The resulting “bald alliance with Suharto’s daughter even more damage. 
ment. The Busang strike, with | land" is heavily susceptible to forest Tutut, who has parlayed her family 


The ACTivist * Volume 13. no. 2 * page 11 ¢ 


